THE  ONTARIO  CASE. 


TO  THE 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  DOMINION  STEAMSHIP 

COMPANY,  (Limited,) 

AN!)   TO  THE 

Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  Cotton  Exchange. 


Norfolk,  Dec.  15th,  1874. 

Informatio;  -"[.He  T  was  engaged  in  loading  the 

''Ontario''  wit  (^000  bales  of  Cotton  for  Liver- 

pool, that  a  report  hi  Norfolk  to  the  effect  that  I 

had  gone  to  E  ?  rijoae  of  taking  the  ship  away  from 

Gen.  F.  D.  6  i  hereafter  I  had  substantial  reasons 

for  believing  that  ii  iu  i'vjs  statements  had  been  made  regarding 
me  to  the  Agersts  of  the  steamer  in  Boston ;  and  for  the  same  reason 
I  experienced  stra  ic:-^  -^v^l  unexpected  difficulties  in  the  conduct 
of  my  business. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  dcfriiitely  that  Mr.  Grouer  was  the- responsi- 
ble party,  I  addiW'd  hi ra, the  folio v/ing  letter: 

A 

y^OT.^OT^,  Va.,  Dec.  Sd,  1874 
GlPN.  V.  D.  GnoNEa.  Agent  of  Mh-chants'  and  Miner.i'  Trf^n^foridtion  Co.  ■ 
Sir — I  ha%'6  been  informed  tluu  : 

Ipt.  Yon  hitve  repvoiiorited  that!  wont  to  Bai^tor^  fetid  -too^  the  (jocsigCfP^Pi 
of  the  Briii^^h  H.       Ontario of  thts  Mi^^  &  Dam.  tVotr.  vou, 

2<J.  That  yon  have  i^ei^rHsyntcd  that  you  coulH  pul  th««cHtoB  o«  tha  sttamer 
^8  retiuired  for  foreign  shipment  Jot     ei&.  p«r  bale. 
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3d.  Tlint  yon  wrote  to  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln,  Boston,  tint  if,'"  Ontario " 
Wa?!  contsicrned  to  voii  there  \v;>iild  bo  no  charge  for  wharfasice  or  compressing; 

4lh,  That  yot:  rep;-e>entcd  to  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincohi  that  I  conld  noi  Joad 
the  steamer  "  Ontario with  despatch. 

5th.  That  you  represented  yourself  as  havinfjf  good  authority  for  .  'iviiio  tliat 
I  would  not  get  another  steamship  of  the  Miss.  &  Dom.  S.  3.  Line. 

I  desire  to  know  from  you  whether  sucli  information  is  correct? 

You  will  pleas-e  state  the  case  as  fully  as  you  may  be  enal)le<l  to  do  from  facts 
in  your  possession  or  within  your  control.  My  })urpose  is  to  submit  my  letters  as 
well  as  your  own  to  the  Mississippi  and  Dominion  S.  S.  Oo.,  and  to  take  such 
other  action  in  t:ie  premises  as  may  seem  apntopriate.  These  statements  would" 
naturally  j>rt'iudiee  me  not  only  with  the  Company,  hut  with  the  hnsiness  com- 
munity, and  I  am  tmwiilinj;  to  rest  under  any  impntafion  where  I  know  that  I 
have  acted  wit'i  scrupnious  propriety  in  the  transaction  of  niy  ow  n  business. 

Yours  respectfully,  Wit.lia.ai  Lamb. 

On  the  same  day  I  received  his  reply,  as  follows  : 

B 

Norfolk,  Dec.  3,  1374 

Col.  Wm.  La^ib: 

My  Dear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date  containing  a  number  of 
questions,  I  have  10  say  that  in  a  conversation  held  with  you  I  expressed  iny- 
fielf  fully  on  the  subject. 

For  SUCH  other  information  as  you  desire,  I  refer  yon  to  my  letters  to  Messrs 
Thayer  <&  Lincoln,  in  no  wise  jjersonal  or  confidential,  Avliich  are^full  and  com- 
plete. 

I  notice  you  address  me  as  Agent  of  the  M.  &  M.  T.  Co.    I  wish  to  sny  that  in 
the.se  matters  I  have  acted  as  an  individual  and  not  as  .-\gent  of  suir;  I  'oinpany. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

It  bein^  entirely  unsatisfactory,  I  promptly  r^movvcd  th.'  de- 
mand upon  him,  by  my  letter  dated  December  4,  187 '  : 


C 


JJ'TORFOLK,  Va.,        ,  :,  :   .  t 
Gen.  V.  D.  Groner  : 

Sir — T  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  yon  that  T  regard  your  f-eplV 
to  my  letter  as  the  evi<lence  of  your  unwillingness  to  put  in  wiiting  ih.e  statcTnents 
you  have  made  concerning  me  to  others 

As  you  refer  me  to  Me^'srs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln  for  si:ch  information  as  youVan 
pive,  I  shall  ask  them  tt)  furnish  copies  of  your  letters,  and  !.  have  a  r-ght  to 
in9i>t  that  you  write  to  tliem  and  expressly  re(piest  them  to  do  so,  as  thes'  may 
naturally  prefer  not  to  involve  yon  further  than  you  appear,  from  yo^}'\  k-'ter  to 
me,  to  be  willing  to  involve  yoursidf,  ft  is  evident  tliat  they,  ho  wove  ,"' i  ■  i! 
tell  me  wliat  yon  have  said  in  Norfolk  and  not  to  them. 

My  <iesire  was  to  have  your  own  version  of  what  you  have  s^aid  iniui  - 
rae  or  of  tny  business;  and  I  also  an)  anxious  to  conieto  an  agrecmi'nt  in  vvntitig 
abonf  whnt  'you  said  to  me  in  the  conversation  referred  to,  as  well  .as' what  f  then 
said  to  you, 

]  have  heard  reports  of  much  that  yon  did  not  sav  in  that  conver^^atii 
ui-'  -onc  morr  appeal  to  yon     Will  you  fiifni.-^h  me  a  statenu-nt  pre;  f i , 
;.elf,  of  what  y'm  have  said  of  mo  and  to  me,  aiid  of  what  X  wiid  to  you? 
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On  the  9th  instant  I  received  from  him  the  following  letter 


dated  Deceniber 


:th,  1874 


D 


Col.  Wm.  Lamb  : 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  li 
Tha-yer  &  Lincoln,  Ko-ston. 
sufficient  in  any  discus-ion 
view  of  t})e  matter,  nnd  w 
questions  you  pat. 
the  letter  ref'irr;:r( 
tion  yon  de-r 
in  substanG  • 

1st.    Idi<:  ,: 
conversed  with  n: 
ised  to  me. 

2d.  £  did  not  , 
bale,  but  oilei-ed  i 
th-m  25  i)er  ha.'e, 
terest  of  direcr  : r;i  '(\ 
enable  ns  to  hi-ii 
world,  and  when 
our  po'^itif)n  ■■■■ 

In  tn y  jir  f 
pers  bery,  t'. 
ter  I  w;{s  wi 
cents  as  vor, 

3d.     IriiM  , 

"Ontaric",/r:v  vi,  . 
and  I  had  c'u--}\yr  e''  :  , 


Norfolk,  Dec.  8th,  1874 


>!"  December  1st,  I  referred  you  to  Messrs. 
y  of  niy  correspondence,  and  thought  that 
i-(iiess  issue.    But  you  seem  to  take  a  different 
do  not  admit  your  right  to  ask  many  of  the 

 :i;nents  to  make,  I  send  you  a  copy  of 

1-  the  principal  part  of  the  informa- 
in  V  c;  .0  say  that  the  position  I  have  held  is 
.ver  yonv  queslions  in  this  order, 
i  )  Bosion  to  seeure  the  "Ontario"  after  having 
,  and  that  you  got  a  ship  which  had  been  prom- 
put  cotton  on  board  the  steamer  at  30  cents  per 
t-,  and  to  guarantee  it  should  not  cost  more 
'  ession  I  v.'as  prepared  to  make  in  the  in- 
r  !he  opinion  that  low  charges  here  will 
itacjs.y  of  this  port  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
.  ^-rsuaded  our  future  will  be  in  proved  and 

!ioh  concessions  and  by  unity  among  ship- 
inaugurated,  and  in  this  view  of  the  mat- 
:ii  on  i)oard  steamer  at  25  cents  and  not  30 

if 

'  eighths  on  all  cotton  put  on  board  the 
-iii;  v>r  any  other  expense  save  stevedf>ring, 
'o  do.    In  these  large 
e-Hientioned,  and  on  these  considerations 


In  these  large  inducements  I  was 

controlled  by  the.  ■ 
was  prepare:^ 
4th.  Th' 
with  de>o  ■ 
and  in  i  ■ 
interest  im 

follows  :  It  was  tluoi^ 
R.  R.  Co..  arran-yed  ^ 
the  most  over,  an  ' 
tention  on  your  }> 
through  w.y  Int:'!  '.  ; 
for  compressing  .a •';(■; 

5th.  1  thin!:  :ho 
stating  that  yo;:  ^vf^ji 
lief;  but  time  wili  de 
I  have  now  i'lu-iii^h 
but  in  dfungthi',  !  it;^':-  I  v 
you  had  no  ri^;'  r  ' 

I  have  ai:;(>vc  . 
stand  in  regard  to  ;ny  own 

of  your  questions,  but  here  agaiii  1  yield  to  your  wish 

Som«  titne»  after  your  retvnai  from  Bost,on  I  gave  you  to  understand  that  I 
thought  you  had  acted  in  1  he  manner  oxprt^sed  in  this.  You  denied  it,  and 
whilst  I  wa^  dis|)o<.fd  to  accept  your  explanation  as  far  as  any  controversy  was 
concerneri,  Fo'ir  statement  that  VoU  did  not  know  that  th<'  "  I>omjnioD"  lAne 
which  I  infoyrfled  you  I  would  hp,vQ,  and  ihe  Mi><^.  4  Pi^^isinion  Line  was  ono 


i;',io!!  }  hat  yr>u  could  not  load  the  steamer 
•     y  Ml  di<lload  her  with  reasonab'e  celerity, 
1  iiis  i  jendered  for  the  advancement  of  the 
;.oi  t.    The  assistance  to  which  1  refer  was  aa 
'oaiO,  V.  Smith,  Esq.,  Assistant  Snp't  S.  &  R. 
;  yoiir  cotton,  and  it  was  my  barge  that  brought 
;tc  t'lan  charged  my  own  coni|)any,  and  a  de- 
■  jtassed  over  without  extra  charge.    It  was 
;  ^  (  fknsp.nted  to  accept  6wa%  cents  per  bale 
r  -!its  woldd  be  charged. 
.        a;  e  lhat  I  did  say  I   had  good  authority  for 
oi  ui  t  mother  steamer  of  this  line,  and  «sach  is  my  be- 
■uiin-o. 
you  a  copy  of 


at 


letter  and  answered  your  questions, 
!cv  have  been  in  some  cases  of  a  character 


.  j.^' Ions,  and  in  addition  yon  desire  to  under- 
itioii  with  yourself.    This  is  as  surpriBing  aa  some 
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statement,  not  only  of  \\n-  n-y  iiuv.-,  but  aim  ilie  names oi  jj;..  !<••.:.;•./:(-.. 

and  asked  did  I  ksu  v  them. 

These  very  sfune  nmiiMgeis  :i«d  jships  are  of  the  Miss.  &  "Dominion  J^ine.  J  ii  , 
I  doterniiiird  niter  tha^  conversiation  to  make  no  opposition  to  the  j^nccespful  Iwjd* 
ing  of  the  "Oiiiario,"  and  my  acts  above  reffTrod  10  i^how  (hut'I  aided  lii^ gtltii.? 
hercarg©  on  IxKird  and  in  securing  abatemenf. -trf  ci)ar<jes  from  Oie  r(ini[ire><'  ( 

I  have  now  answered  youv  questions  and  jriven  you  full  informiitioH  ot)  l-hi-^  >^ 
ject,  and  I  say  !oyou  in  eonelusion  that  I  shall  not  hereafter  permit  nivi^elf  to 
catechised  in  this  aia.[u>er.    Yon  have  all  the  facts  before  you  neoe^sary  to  r 
derstand  my  action,  whioh  was  taken  in  defence  of  my  buv^ine-'  '  '■<  ■■ 

ered  voil  had  interft-red  wiih  in  a  verv  unwarrantable  manner. 

[Sigiir'T  ,  Gkoneb. 

It  enclosed  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  hj 
him  to  Meesrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln,  Boston,  who  are  the  agents  in 
that  city  r'.'  1  ■  M.&D.  S.  S.  Co.    1    -  ^vithout  <1:  :      :  -  '  ■ 
as  folloiV  " 
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Norfolk,  Va.,  i.^T 

Messrs.  TnA\r.n  A  laNr  '.'.N,  Boston,  Ma.-s. : 

Gkntlkjikn— When  I  received  your  fir.st  letter,  stating  that  Colonel  Lamb  has  e',>ni- 
muniootod  with  the  manaacers  of  the  "Dominion  Line"  regarding  Iheir  ships  bein-f  <'on- 
sitrneri  to  him,  providing  ihoy  were  pent  to  iSoiiblk  to  h>p.fi,  I  thouuiht  thrre  isttv'^t  ii;:'.i;-b<:  eD 
sonic.  Riis-rake,  and  had  determined  to  nwnit  his  return  and  asic  ol'  hnn'an  expian.itiou.  hut 
upon  recelpr  of  your  second,  wherein  you  iniorni  me  of  vonv  in!crvi:".v  w  ith  }ii:n  i-.i  iJostoa^ 
J  PRW  thM  tlif-re'conld  nD- ion  per  We  a*  douWt  b;;  r     v  ••(  Ins 

information  tlirough  my.^eif  in  the'vvay  of  bu^i  i  .  r::r!.;»>«. 

nients  with  yr-;:  for  the'  stiip.  and  with  coi'sir"'  /.  .r  '  ( .v//*- 

wr'jirerZ  his  neji;ofiations  witii  the  managers,    'i  ;;:.-  ■    ;  ;•  v.i  nld  Imve 

frankly  informed  me,  if  it  had  Ween  otlierwise.  but  h-  h<'  i.r.d,  year.-l  pre- 

viously, endeavored  to  induce  this  line  and  otlMM  ;^  t"--  '  '  ■     but  Ihey  l\'id 

doeiint  d,  as  they  eould  get  no  f)-eight.«  from  ;  .  :■  j  if<i.  cciijd  in- 

avoided  by  letting  the  ship.«  O' me  into  Bostnn.  1.  •  ji-ect.   i  l.'ud 

thought  dolone]  I.,amb  was  i.bove  taking  advaii  .•: nH  h".  li  i',-- 

in?beli)r.etriedtheexperiirientandinall<^ase.'^  I.  ilt  't.i  ::i  v!:i.  -i 

commercial  proi-perity  of  hi^  city  to  insure  at)oth<-r  lailure-,  for  he  vs  el!  kuc" 
sliipj)erp  w*'ro  aurrtinst  pending  by  any  line  u-Jios-e  agent  wa.'-  in  the  .'--amp  \  '--> 
they,  and  that  his  relations  with  the' managers  of  the  raiiroads  won!' 
expecting  the  lenst  success  from  them.    In  I'act.  Coh)nel  Lamb  is  one  re 
gentlemen  who.  it  s?en!s.  always  meets  with  lailiire.    Iio  )  turned  her^  ..mi 
endeavored  to  irang'urate  direct  trade,  and  whilst  I  should  never  iiave  .-^       .         n  .  :^  ;ik 
of  Cohmel  Lamb'.^.  raisf'irtunep.. since  he  chiims  superior  aljiltty  and  a. .vavii.ages.  i  v/itl 
plainly  give  you  hi?  att<  inpts  and  faihires.    These  are  matters  of  puliiic  recovd.        I  do  ^ 
not  nrnke  thi'e  a  per'-ni!:d  or  confidentird  .ettcr  ;  you  can  show  it  to  Colon  ■!  ]  ur<b  if.von^ 
de;.!ire.'  His  fii*t<t  ship,  if  I  remember  eoiMcclly.  was  the  "Kphesus;"  she  lijj'.  I".       i  iiiivdc.  ' 
certainly '!>  wi-  'i  '  i'  M'.yy  liave  l^een  a  iiitle  longer  or  sh(;vter;  to  finish  !;•.:,  ':  1 1'-  h'  r 'ip 
was  c(i  •  •  '■(Vi/e  Jot  fit  ro>in.  at  such  a  rate  Nt hat  it  pis: 

almo-i  ;  .n  her  outward  trip. 

H'  ii.  Ktcamer.s  to  stop  in  here  to  load,  but  they 

got  t'i.-.:  ■  .■..Ljro.Mii;  as  they  stopped,  although  the  distr.ineo  out  of  th-  ,.,^y  u:i ,  ^ni;-^ 
some  twciny  inil'  K.  .  " 

Ue  i.t;;:  led  direct  trade  M'ith  a  Bpani.oh  line:  he  contr.aeted  totakelO,(iOObui-hel.v  of  corn 
at  7         per  bu'-bel.  ship  to  fn^lli^h  bags,  which  they  had  to  cliarter  01  7  cent each,  and 
so  much  ground. bark  and  toba<-co,  at  vo'y  low  rates,  so  he  wa.'^  compelled  to  l.  ave  a  hu'ge 
amount  of  couon.  the  onlv freight  which  paid  the  steamer.   Thi^  cotton  remained  hi  rt»  for 
ft  long  time,  and  he  having  gt\T-n  bills  of  ladina;,  bin  company  waf  eomnellcfl  (o  .vend  the 
'•Cid,"  (I  think  that  was  iM-r  upme)  which  liad  been  chartt-red  in  Savannah  f'>/  -IVcenier!  at 
Ini  c/c  r.TtP,  U}  tret'tiijs  ftway ;  but  they  did  not  repeat  the  experiment.    In  f:;ctrti;-'.fj)-.st sbip. 
•"d.  havii.y  be..'n      badlv  loaded,  had  to  put  into  some  port  and.  irmained  th-.:. 
rec  niontb.'^'.    Hfel«mation  was  made  for  the  detontion  of  tbe.eot'.on,  whtch  Cohr 
aid  warenormou*-.      .     ...  , 
■started  the  Allan  Line  into  our  port,  but  thoy  wotild  never  consont  to  ^-omo  in  ; 
0  it  did  oiu-  peoplQ  no  good,  uor  wn.^  Colondl  Lamb  ever  bbie  to  «lyi^  a  bill  of  : 

He  V?ah  th«  ageui  <j{  I  lie  Ci.<jsa[)ouko  ('of.1  (/tmipftuV,  reiioivcd  soiho  LlifM*  tonJt  of  e- . 
which  reoauinad  oti  the  wi»ftrf  ht^rw  ho  long  tJiut  f  h«  wh&rAige,  int<*r«»t  Ju'isl  o-Avatiftes  V»\ 
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nearly  equal  to  first  cost.  This  caused  a  law  suit,  which  was  going  on,  untiJ  the  failure  of 
Coionel  Liimb.  .  ,  ,   .    ,     ,  . 

JTp,  iu  •      'v'n;'-.  >.-  :r:rv;     <T;in pre!=s,  which  failed,  and,  I  tlunk,  afterwards 

-./id  ior  old  Tr 

lie  was  i\  li-^  of  this  city,  and  it  f;uled,  leaving  its 

stock hoUUjr«  i'-j  ';-:: tors.  Ill,  one  Icn^M/s  what  they  will 

set.  .  Oolonci 

:  -.Tjy  ^xiiH  H/.  ■  part  of  our 

;i  .-  ,  i.  .     ■•■.•ael  Lumh,  nor 

.       lact  o:  his  getting  so 

,  ,  that  with  the  facilities  I 

-  -I  h  !  t  [  ( ■  \  n  h)ad  a  s  toam- 
i\'   done  this 

.  ;     'Ml closed  letter, 

r,,      ,         ,  My  contract  with 

.    ,,    ^  -tcaniship;  which  I 

rirju't.  i-.iiuk  I  i'lit  in  at  the  wharf 

would  have  to  pay 
■  hai'ges  snitahie  for 
Mil  it  can  do  for 

ladin;'?  I'rom 
.     -  !■     ir.is  rMtes. 
■Dinprews.    i'ou  aoe  what 
.olvls,  and  novv  I  wish  you 
'      by  Boston  when  I 
■M\-'.  such  that  v/hen- 
"  .<riior  lines. 

line,  if  it  cari-ied 
1  do  not  want 
■  i'  will  not  be 
■i  J.  ...I.;  i.    ,  v'iown  thatyour 
•  '"1  ue:.i;()tidUon.-v  for  a  steamer, 
L'he  month.    Ha  if  at  present 
I  ,  I  r'  .  .  nil -.rid  combined, 

-  Alilhado'y.  ;;  ; 

:  X  .v-:'.  ^.     i>>'iu.  ...  .1  tlicmwhat' 


now  under 
hii'hk'Faije  : 


You  wil 

ks     M  i 


also  take  action  in  a  tc.v  ■'iiiys.  Please  return  these 
uji;  iVi.\v  r..''  '.  i-'ing  hft-}  miu'ked  eoufideutial,  i  .send 


respectful; 


dient  t^ervent, 

i  V.  D.  Gsoxr-R,  Asi.'^ut. 


Thv<2  '  ■    -  ■  and  '^E'^  contain  distinct  charges  : 

l;.r^  ri;:        .   ;  to  BostOD  to  secure  the  "Ontario/'  after 

havhig  cciiver^m  (Groner)  on  the  .rahject,  and  got  a  ship 


■  '  ;>  ••i  n  was  on  or  about  die  middle 
Lhat  the    Lord  VAivfi/' not 
of  the      ife  D.  Line,  (Thayer     Lin<'v..iii,  Agents,)  had  been 


a  the  14 


prouiisea  to  w 

Loiic^ 
indeed  as 
Messrs.  F' 

pool  of  ih')  ivlivjS.  <k-  1- 

of  a  moiitaly  line  with  ^M-ixuhi.  , 
June  23rd,  1874,  they  wrote  me: 


•      ■   I  held  a  far- 
!  ''Conver- 
ideation, 
ve  reierred  to, 
.spondoiice  with 
:nery,  Managing  Directors  iti- Li ver- 
,  Co.jiii  regard  to  the  estab  isriment 


uu  V  ei 
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"At  present  we  do  not  see  our  way  to  e.^tjiblisli  a  monthly  line  direct;  we  may 
however  find  it  profitable  to  combine  Norfolk  cither  with  jS\nv  Orleans  or  Boston." 

Our  corresjiondonce  continued  till  Septemlx^r  ord,  1874,  on  which 
day  I  received  a  letter  from  them,  in  regard  to  their  steamers  getting 
freights  in  Norfolk — through  timely  announcements  by  telegraph.  On 
the  17th  of  October  last,  they  addressed  me  a  letter  in  which  they 
informed  me  that  the  'HJntario''  was  open  to  proceed  to  Nor- 
folk to  load  with  cotton,  and  direGted  'me  to  considt  with  the  Bos- 
ton Agents,  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln,  and  to  telegraph  to  Liver- 
pool the  result  of  viur  consultation.  This  was  followed  by  a  cable- 
gram from  the  same  Managing  Directors,  dated  October  31st,  1874, 
addressed  to  me  as  follow's  : 

"What  prospect  steajcee  Ontahio  loading  cotton  Nor- 
folk, ABOUT  twentieth? 

On  receipt  of  the  letter,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  great  magnitude, 
the  collection  of  an  immense  cargo  in  a  limited  time,  1  proceeded  to 
Boston  and  made  arrangements  to  give  the  steamer  6,000  bales  of 
cotton  and  quick  despatch. 

While  I  was  in  Boston,  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln  spoke  of  their 
having  promised  the  Lord  Olive  to  Mr,  Groner,  and  then  they 
added,  '^He  may  expect  the  Ontario.^^  I  protested  that  he  could 
not  possibly  expect  her ;  and  they  agreed  that  it  was  right  that  she 
should  come  to  me.    And  they  advised  her  being  sent  to  jue. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1874,  Mr.  Bovver,  of  Liverpool,  wrote 
to  me  in  regard  to  the  Miss.  &  Dom.  S.  S.  Co.,  of  which  he  is  a 
stockholder : 

"  I  have  had  some  conversation  again  about  tiie  steamera,  which  are  not  yet  rvn- 
ning  to  Boston,  but  when  they  do,  it  will  be  a  question  which  will  be  best  for  the 
steamers  ;  and,  if  fhey  find  Norfolk,  then  you  will  get  them  to  load." 

On  Nov(Mnber  -Oth,  1874,  Messrs.  W.  0.  Watts  &  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, wr()t(^ : 

'*  We  have  lately  had  several  con  versa  tionn  with  McMs^rs.  Flinn,  Main  Sl  Mont- 
gomery regarding  the  ad visableness  of  their  sending-  out  one  ol"  their  steamers 
the  "Ontario,"  to  Norfolk.  The  last  time  we  saw  them,  they  had  almost  deter- 
mined to  pend  her  out,  and  if  they  did,  they  would  write  you  on  the  subject.  The 
steanaer  would  be  conp?igned  to  you." 
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2d.  These  letters  marked  "D"  and  '^E"  further  show  that  he 
(Gr;;ner)  '  was  industriously  engaged  in  disparaging  me,  and  in 
mj:ikir'.<y  grand  representations  of  his  ability  to  serve  the  owners  of 
th(;  Ontario. 

I  v/ill  noi'ice  first  what  he  said  of  me  in  his  letter  to  Thayer  & 
Lincoln. 

Th?J  '  d  i}) formation  from  him  of  the  coming  of  the 

C'  die  way  of  business,  (which  absurdity  I  have  just  ex- 

p(;;.,  [  i'^y^j  h-'     plained  to  me  how  that  the  diMoulties  in  the 

way  oi'  : ;ght  be  obviated  by  the  shins  going  first  to 

Boston,  dii'icha:-  -:k]  then  coming  to  Norfolk  to  load  di- 

rect for  Li  v;  •  ^  ^    :    'as  discassed  by  me  in  cor- 

respon'V.y-  Bower,  previous  to  his  first 

couver:  doovry  aiid    that  the  opinion  of  shi[«i 

per-  :'  by  a;iy  line-,  whose  agent  was  in  the  same 

line         i  -        .r-:  (ardvoagli  he  knew  that  iVlessrs,  Reynolds 

Bi'o-.  it  Co.  are  constantly  reci-iving  shipments  by  their  si  earners 
aiiu  ■  other  shippers.) 

y.^,    .  ::L=ons  wirh  the  managers  of  tho  Ra'lroads'^ 

w-::.?  •  ■   '  '  r :■.('.  ;ne  "  from  expecting  the  least  success  from  them." 

.       charge  is  eirectuaily  (.iispo.^ed  of  by  tlie  t()i!()wing  letter: 

G 

OmrK   3iTiO!nNTENT)KXT  OF  'i  ]^  A  X^P' illl'ATJONT.  1 
SEAliOARD  A,ND  >:•  JC;:  ){A!l,ilO.\D  '■  O.^.IPANY,  I 

iV.-'i^MnUTH.  Va.,  1  hw.  10.  1874.  J 

Col    Vv'  '  - 

Dear  certaifi  ii.:c-iTi)u-*,o5M.-^  Miul'  siskiug  mv 

reply  tiu'i  c..'.  .  wr;-  uy  .g-ivi-'.  r  •  i"tr  int ;••:•»••..>.; tJr'.»rie'-  i*.  ihe 

dor  you  p»sf  t-liosn  t'  ■■pin-.-.     \  •••.!     -  ; 

Ki'ist.    Have  VI.  .      .   ■  in   U.-ltaii'  i>i"  yo'ir  ro  id  a  .<)   in  CHiiP-ctions 

grame  i  me  i  .  ■  '  -''r   .o-iui:;g  loreiici'   ^tea  lier^;  e"n-i.,:,.fl    i..      ■  ,i  kI 

(iirec:  i'<-v  l/r  1  ; ' . 

;-ee  •:,  :  i  p'OJtiisc-.i  liiroJiiili  I'lii-i-)}"  Lading  -.uv  >.  - •  r   i.  j  i   ;i  'j 

iu  <>•.!..••  ..Wiuiii.tblii  iHis-'?  Yc-'s. 

Third,    i ) ,  :     /      ' idser  me  cotton  and  uaval  stijus  Iruin  VVij- 

mingtoii  a.;id  (■>  •  .■  ,    oii  -       r,:y  foiHi.,.)-)  steamers  at  ;ireatlv  redifiL'e;il  rai.es  v  Yesi. 

Fourth,  in  the  -a-e  ef  coiK  !<  hrought  troai  Ralei^ih  hist  spri  for  shipment 
to  Liverpool  on  I\[iss.  &  Doin.  S.  S.  Vicksburg.  do  yoa  not  r<  ni.-;e,;)e!-  i]i;st  on  its 
being  sh::t        ov  rhai  steamer,  you  waited  lor  railroad  rrei^h:  the  Miss.  & 

Dom.  S.  eatiie  a  nioniii  after  and  took  t!ie  cotton  ?    Yes,  we  waited 

m»re  U);ie  >  bei'ore  vve  collected  the  railroad  ireigiii  o!i  this  >dH{Mnent  of 

cotton. 

Yours  traiv,  E.  G.  Gmo. 


In  point  of  fact,  as  early  as  September,  and  long  before  my  first 
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conversation  with  Mr.  Groner,  I  completed  all  my  arrangements 
with  B.  Hughes,  Esq.,  as  agent  of  the  Va.  &  Tenn.- Air  Line,  com- 
posed of  all  the  Railroads  between  Memphis  and  Norfolk,  to  obtain 
Through-Bills  of  Lading  from  Memphis  to  Liverpool,  over  the 
Miss,  Dom.  S.  S.  Line;  and  I  now  refer  specially  to  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  his  kind  and  intelligent  letters  in  regard  to  the 
"Ontario." 

H 

Virginia  and  Tennessee  Air  Line  Fast  Cotton  and  Freight  Express,  ] 
Office  278  Main  Street,  [ 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  Nov.  14,  1874.  J 

William  Laacb,  Esq.,  Norfolk,  Va.: 

Dear  Sir — The  last  of  everything  will  forward  Monday  evening.  Don't 
permit  a  bale  to  be  left,  but  let  me  be  rejoiced  by  having-  a  telegram  from  3^ou  on 
the  sailing  of  the  steamer,  *'  Every  bale  went  forward."  This  business  can  be 
made  to  amount  to  over  60,000  bales,  if  time  for  every  vsteamer  wa.s  designated. 
Dates  must  be  fixed  for  future  engjigements  so  1  can  continue  contracting.  Allow 
me  the  lowe-it  possible  rate  (ocean.)  1  v;ili  fee!  anxiou.s  imtil  I  receive  the  cheer- 
ing intelligence  of  everything  gone,  and  you  may  re.st  a.ssured  it  will  create  a 
business  which  cannot  be  estimated. 

Yours  truly,  B.  Hughes. 

[Mr.  Hughes  sent  the  Ontario  4,425  i)iiles.] 
Extract  from  letter  of  same,  dated 


I 

iM  EM  PHIS,  Nov.  17,  1874 

^  i>  -:v-  * 

Give  me  another  steamer.  Contents  of  my  letter  just  mailed,  contain  request, 
&c.,  regarding  this.  Handle  our  cotton  well,  and  there  need  be  uo  apprehen- 
sion. We  can  do  an  immense  buslnes.s  by  once  establishing  direct  line  (Al) 
from  Norfolk.  There  need  be  no  complaint  if  you  take  care  of  this  initial  Mem- 
phis shipmeut.  Oive  me  the  steamers,  date,  rate,  quatitity  wanted,  and  there  will 
be  no  trouble.  Pay  the  line  freight  promptly,  and  you  will  get  cotton. 
Yours  truly, 

[Signed]  n.MiXEY  Hughes,  Agent. 

Extract  from  letter  of  .same,  dated 


Memphis,  Nov.  17,1874 
*  *  7:-  *  * 

I  am  waiting  for  advice  of  ne.>:t  steamer  as  tuic^a'aphed  yon  last  night.  I  can 
give  her  the  quota  if  promptly  notified.  Tiie,  line  slitmld  be  established,  and  I 
think  we  can  make  it  pay  the  Dom.  &  Miss.  Lino  bcttej:  to  come  to  Norfolk,  than 
go  to  New  Orlean.s.  Have  regular  day*,  so  that  engagement-s  can  continue  with- 
out interruption.    Yours  truly, 

[Signed]  B.  Hughes. 
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§3.  "In  (act..  Col.  Lamb  is  one  of  tho.se  nnfortanate  £?tintleiiien  who,  it  aeems, 
always  meets?  with  failur-,?.  fie  iiE:larned  here  after  the  war,  and  endeavored  to 
inau<]furate  direct  trade/' 


■  It  is  true  that  I  "  returned  liei 
inaugurate  Direct  Tradc/^  is' 
means  I  could  command^  in  (  i 


.1  ende^x'ored  to 
ite,  and  all  the 


wn  ich  IS  iiow 


Pioneers  in  great  eutG]' 
had  the  misf^")rtuyie  to  Iv^ 
who  never  loaded  a  1 
our  foreign  com'!:^ 
to  Boston)  who  ': 
the  growth  of  ^. 


iiO  13  Qi-  i'.V. 

■  •  ^  n.n(] 


srtct^eeding 


If^  a  mail 

n/ralnst 
.■.:Ci<.;  cotton 


But  it  is  if.ot  t: 
I  have  l)r :  ^ 
folk  since  Ju 


Liiat  i  ill 


d,  anci 
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pany  :  The  Me  nip 
and  I  have  ffiveii 
and  to  as  large  s; 

For  these  I  h 
1866  to  the  prov  ^ 
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1  Texas : 
■er  lin'^3. 


■iiiy  tiioa,saiids  of  dollars,  lro;u 


t  one  oi  tnein 
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evo"  1-fHiidobt. 
!  ■  \  ry  one 

now  consider  these 


What  truth  is  thrre  in  these  chtirges  of  failur 
of  them  loa  i  rope  as  ; 

.  The  case  of  the  Ephesus,  oientloaed  as  a  flagrant  case  of 
failure  by  Mr.  Groner. 

This  was  the  first  steamer  ever  load  :hirope; 
and  in  the  midst  of  severe  monetary  pro^iracion  iii  t.a«  .South,  and 
of  a  iinancial  4)anic  in  Europe.  After  the  cotton  was  engaged  (and 
while  the  ship  was  supposed  ta  be  lost,  and  was  delayed  -more  than 
a  month),  it  tumbled  6  cents  per  ;  '  ;,.)iic!ied  bottoni,  and 

shippers  withdrew  it.  Under  tiiOy:  a.^) tag  diflicrilfcies,  I  ob- 
tained a  second  carcco  for  her,  consistlnG:  of  733  bales  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  naval  stores,  &c.  The  Ephesus  was  lost  on  her  outward 
trip.  Only  enough  naval  stores  were  taken  to  ballast  her,,  ;iud  at 
three  -shillings,  the  highest  current  rate.  The  owners  were  per- 
fectly satisfied ;  Mr.  Groner  alone  discontented. 


The  BALTn^OBK  AjS"d  Ohio  Kailkoad  LivePvPool  Steam-  • 
ERS  stopped  here  to  load  outwardly  until  they  were  permanently 
withdrawn  from  the  Trans- Atlantic  route.    1  rei-eived  the  highest 
conimendatio:'  lUa^'ers  pf  the  steamers,  who  solicited  m,e 

to  arrange  for  ^  -  ..lore  suitable  steamers  between  Baltimore, 
Norfolk  and  Liverpool  ;  hvt,  r'^hoiving  no  enconra;.ren^ent  from  the 
Norfolk  Railroad,  the  t:iv.  as  abandoned. 

The  Spanish  Steamers.,  The  statements  in  reoard  to, the 
Spanish  l^ine  are  utterly  without  foundation  in  any  particular.  The 
Cid  arrived  on  the  day  after  the  Quevedo  sailed,  and  was  never 
chartered  to  go  to  Bremen.  No  reclamation  was  made  for  the  de- 
tention of  freight. 

The  general  froi-^ii£-ii^'.;a-:  oi  t:;a  :iouthera  Railway  Security. 
Company  at  Memphis,  on  the  7th  February,  1873,  wrote  as  fol- 
lows : 

We  are  under  contract  to  niaintaiu  rates  from  Memphis  by  all  routes  ;  and 
to  add  Norfolk  rate  to  \oin  bteauinr's  proportion,  or  lo  deduct  N.  Y.  steamers' 
proportion  wonid  be  a  virtual  cac;  and,  much  as  I  desire  a  direct  line  from  Nor- 
folk, we  cannot  break  faith,  and  endanger  heavy  intere.->ts  outside  LiveriK)ol  ship- 
ments to  initiate  a  line  of  this  kind." 

The  owners  withdrew  tlieir  steamers  on  accotmt  of  the  fiilure 
of  the  Southern  Hailroad  Security  Company  to  co-operate  as  they 
promised  to  do. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  better  feeling  now  prevails.  Such 
is  the  progress  of  the  good  cause.  This  is  siiown  in  the  case  of  the 
loading  of  the  Ontario.  In  fact,  Major  Fink  has  always  advocated 
an  enlightened  policy;  but  he  represented  only  a  section  of  the  sys- 
tem of  roads. 

The  Allan  Line.  I  brought  the  Allan  Line  to  Norfolk,  and 
it  would  have  continued  but  for  the  money  panic,  vvdiich  crippled 
immigration  to  Virginia.  I  was  promised  the  steamers  to  load 
outwardly ;  but  afterwards  my  friends  wrote  me  that  they  ^'  re- 
gretted that  it  was  impossible  for  the  steamers  of  the  regular 
Halifax  Mail  Service  to  touch  at  Norfolk  on  the  homeward  pas- 
sage, tlie  time  dt  their  disposal  being  so  limited  that  it  was  with  the 
greatest  exertions  only  they  can  keep  the  time  to  enable  them  to 
sail  from  ilalixax  on  tiie  contract  dates." 

I  am  on  tlie  best  terms  with  the  Company,  and  am  their  agent 
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for  all  the  SoQtliern  Atlantic  States  except  Maryland.  Who  else 
has  a  right  to  complain? 

The  ChesapeaivE  Coal  Company.  Mr.  Groner  means  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Company,  not  beino;  an  accurate  man.  I  was 
its  agent  three  years ;  in  that  time  I  sold  8,622  tons  for  $46,824. 
All  the  coal  ever  yarded  was  sold  and  settled  for,  the  total  expenses 
being  relatively  small.  Tl^e  lav>  -srnt  v/-js  aixnit  coal  subsequently 
shipped  which  was  never  on  any  wharf.  Vv'hat  has  this  law-siiit 
about  a  little  coal  to  do  with  Direct  Trade?  It  shows,  however, 
the  animus  of  Mr.  Groner's  letter  to  Thayer  <fe  Liucoin;  and  I  re- 
spectfully submit  that  it  is  unusria!  to  ]mrit  up  all  the  business 
transactions  of  a  w:  i  and  to  incorporair-  tliem  in  a  private 
letter,  as  a  mrt  of  aq  bioi.>^rapliy  of  him,  ibr  the  purpose  of. 

successfully  coiiteDcliDg  with  him  foi*  commissions  on  freight! 

The  Compress  Failure.  I  started  a  Compress  in  1866.  It 
more  than  paid  for  itself  the  second  season,  and  then  earned  quite 
its  value  the  third  season.  When  the  Messrs.  Reynolds  put  up 
their  steam-press,  it  was  taken  down.  It  was  a  financial  success- 
Like  all  other  old  compresses,  it  v/as  eventually  sold  for  old  iron. 

The  First  National  Bank.  I  did  fail  to  resuscitate  this 
Institution,  which  sustained  an  enormous  loss  by  a  transaction  with 
the  Elkton  Bank  that  originated  before  my  Presidency.  It  should 
have  gone  into  liquidation  at  that  time.  And  I  freely  admit,  that 
my  efforts  to  prevent  it,  involving  heavy  collateral  liabilities  on  my 
part,  did  not  result  as  I  ariticipated,  partly  in  consequence  of  my 
serious  commercial  reverses.  But  the  subject  is  too  voluminous  for 
a  paragraph,  and  is  not  germane  to  the  Ontario  question. 

The  Lorillard  Line.  Has  any  other  human  being  assailed 
me,  because  Mr.  Lorillard  withdrew  his  line  of  steamers?  No  one 
suffered  more  heavily,  by  Mr.  Lorillard's  action,  than  myself;  and 
that  fact  is  universally  admitted  in  Norfolk. 


od.  1  now  come  to  consider  the  most  extraordinary  portion  of 
Mr.  Groner's  letter.  It  is  of  immediate  interest  to  the  owners  of 
the  Ontario,  and  was  designed  to  influence  them  to  take  the  busi- 
ness from  me  : 
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■  I -IK   ■  :    ■  ■    •••      ■      ir  ^iii^ics  1  possess,  and  the  personal  txw.. 

rience — this  Ww.-^  my  sole  buslueas — that  i  can  load  a  steamship  at  Ii:ilf  tlie  ex 
pense  of  Col.  T    ■  >  -\-  who  has  heretofore  done  this  bis.-ines-.  anc 

which  I  was  V, ,  '  snpcrvision^U^." 

It  \v'  pei-sonal  experience  in  loading-  foreigr? 

steanii^'  vaded.one,  enables  him  to  despatch  a  steam 

ship  tor  v/.  expense  of  any  person  who  has  here 

tofore  hvw  .verpool.    If  he  had  loaded  as  man;' 

ste'unors    •  ;  myself,  or  any  other  shipping-mer 

chant  in  uie  iorji^u  ^^1^0,  i.iiere  is  no  reasoa  why  he  slioiild  do  s< 
at  hatf  price  or  any  lower  rates.  I  propose  now  to  examine  th 
reasons  given  by  himself  to  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln: 

"  My  arran«;eruent  with  ihe  compress  enables  me,  as  yon  will  see  from  'iJ 
enclosed  letter,  to  Iiav—  the  bales  compressed  from  25  to  30  cents  per  bale  Ics 

That  is  from  25  to  30  eonfs  per  bale  less  than  any  Norfolk  merj 
chant. 

To  test         Liiia  Kii.Lci'  ;iiaic;iients  so  injurious  to  me  with 
agents  and  owners  of  the  steamer,  I  addressed  the  Virginia  C. 
press  Co.  the  following  letter  marked 


Norfolk,  Va.,  December  14th,  i  /. 
President  and  Pirectors  of  Virgin^ia  Compress  Company  : 

Dear  Sirs — ITas  V,  D.  (Jroner,  for  himself  or  as  aj^enl  of  the  M.  &  M.  Tran 
Co.,  an  arran<(ement  with  you  by  which  he  can  get  cotton  compressed  forshijjmei 
to  Liverpool  by  ^learner,  at  from  2oc  to  30c  eheiqier  than  other  merchants  wl' 
may  have  steamers  consigned  to  tliem  here  to  load  for  Liverpool? 

Have  you  {^Iveii  V.  D.  Groncr  for  himself  or  as  agetit,  the  exclusive  com  > 
the  only  bertii  for  a  steaaiship  at  the  wh;irf  upon  wliich  your  Compress  is  situ 

Have  you  ever"  chnrs^cd  over  00c  per  bale  for  compressing  cotton  ? 

Was  it  not  at  tlio  earnest  solicitation  of  Mr.  Groner  that  you  agreed  to  char:] 
the  Ontario  SOi;  pe/  I).i!e  for  compressine^,  instead  of  your  usual  rate? 

Vv'hen  your  a::/ -it  here  riH'eivfd  your  order  to  cliarge  me  80c  per  bale  h:ul 
not  already  j  r.'  ,  i  'ed  a  bill  and  received  [jayment  for  some  of  the  Ontario' 
ton  at  OOe,  and       ;;m  ■  !iavo  settled  on  that  basis  without  the  interver.  1 

of  any  one?  * 

I  would  not  inlti .  /  imdiy  business  relations  with  the  M.  A  M,  T.  C 

but  I  insist  as  a  ri.^lil,  lU.u  you  .shall  give  me  distinct  answers  to  the  (piestic;:.- 
have  put,  with  the  viev/  ct"  cHeitiu'.^  the  truth. 

William  Lamb. 


And  I  promptly  received  from  President  Harway  the  followir 
crushing  and  astouudin;^;  letter,  marked 
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Wm.  Lamb,  Esq.,  Agent,  &c.,  Norfolk  : 

Dear  Sir — Yours  of  this  dute  is  iv-'i  i  v  '-:; 
proceed  to  anr^wcr  yonr  enqiiirie-  i 

No  arrantje »•.(■•« I th  exi.-t  with  an;  :.. 
direct  to  Liverpool,  shnii  be 
per  bale,  ciieaper  than  other  iiifcj-ciia!.(s  ,, 
pool.    I  remark,  however,  that  for  reason:~ 
Mr.  Groner  to  chnrge  80  cts.  per  bale  for  co'iiprp.-.^iiMo 
,tario,  and  accordi.igiv  I  directed  my  "  ■;  ■  •    •  • 

I  hiive  ni)  coiitroi  wisaiever  ovt ; 
sive  rights  to  any  one  u-in^'-  it  f  >r 

The  oliarge  for  cornpre-sir);:  :  ;; 
have  char<?ed  more,  and  ir.av  ds;    •  .■• 
to  charge  80  cts.  on  the  (.,'nt.n  io"^  e  r 
H.  Peiers,  o;  the  firm  of  Pete;-  S.:  K 
pre.*ented  a  lull  to  you  for  spi'^ 
stale  that  the  arran/zeraent  m-. 
of  the  Ontario  was  c(>niii!urii'.'nfed  la 


but  UDit«„-r 

w!lO  Wn::  r 


r  14tb,  1874 

^  y  noted.  I 

'i{)!iient 
io  ;]0  cents 
:\  f).'  Liver- 
1  with 
-  On- 

^xclu- 


of 


reinein'oe 


they  may  contiict  with  my  prpsent  statement. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

[Signed.] 


^    .Me.  I 
::re''ted 
:.  Vvm. 
me,  he 
to  juyseif  to 
.  die  special  case 
■>         liio  exact  particulars 
ibre  cannot  my  to  what  extent,  if  any, 


i  LvKV/AY,  President. 


•  From  this  letter  it  appear- 
ments,  but  that  ke  came  to  >     ^  - 
]>res8  Company  to  cliarge  the  Oiitario  80  cts,  per.  b'; 
'usual  rate  was  60  (-ts.  per  bale. 


rraoge- 

CiAW- 

liQu  the 


"  My  contract  with  the  pr^ 
berth  for  a  steamj^hip;  wiiich  1  d>: 


exclusive  control  of  the  only 
d  vi:;ic!  to  Col.  Lamb." 


Now  reter  to  the  last-Damecl  letter  ii;  wx.,.:.^  ;  .  •  it. ii  of  the 
Company  says,  ^'I  hdve  no  coiitrol  whatever  over  the  wliurfj  and 
therelbre  could  not  give  exc]!;sive  rights  to  ai>y  one  using  it  for  re- 
ceiving and  deliveriiiii;  cotton.^'  .'  I  here  specially  refer  to  the  follow- 
ing letter  marked  addressed  by  me  •  ^  >  -r.  Beed, 
and  to  theif  cunehioive  reply  which  is  ni. 


In 


874 


Messrs.  Pkters  ^  Reed: 

My  Dear  Sirs -'I  beiiev^  von  own  and  contrtd  the-  v^barf  property  npo  ■  which 
the  Virginia  Cr.inpiess  Conipany  is  situated,  '-did  you  over  j^ive  to  V;  0.  Groner, 
fov  himself  or  as  utient  <.f  the  M.  &  M.  Trans,  Co.,  thy  e.voiiisive  contr'd  of  ihe 
only  berth  for  a  ^tearnKhip  at  that  wharf?  Did  yon  ever  proiraf^f^  him  if  the  ''On- 
tario" cams  to  him,  th^it  die  should  have  free  whorfagti  theft),  and  that  you  would 
nert  charge  wharfage  on  cotton  »;hipped  by  her  co  t.iverpi;?;!  ?    Hiid  thy  Virginia 
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Corapre?'?  Company  a  right  to  make  such  a  contract  without  your  confient  ?  And 
did  thev  ever  usk  yonr  assent  to  such  nn  arr:ingement  ? 

Am  ii >  !■  1-.^  reply  \v;ll  be  an  act  of  justice  ti\  * 

Yours  truly,  \Vii,liam  Lamb. 


O 

Norfolk,  December  10th,  1874 

Wm.  Lamb,  Esq,  Present: 

Dear  Sir — Yours  of  9ih  inst.  this  uTonuMii  received,  and  its  conteiUs  noted. 
We  agreed  with  Col.  Groner.  a.aent  of  the  M.  cc  M.  Trans.  Co.,  to  reserve  a  berth 
at  our  wharf  for  the  steamships  of  that  (Company.  This  au:reenient  contemplated 
the  shipment  of  cottini  froia  the  press  and  from  tiie  whurf  directly  by  those  ships. 
Wharfage  was  to  be  paid  on  the  cotton  tluis  siiipped.  The  ships  were  to  pay  no 
wharfage. 

No  arrangements  whatever  were  made  by  us  with  Col.  Groner  relative  to  the 
"  Ontario." 

The  right  to  levy  and  collect  wharta^e,  at  our  wharf,  is  exclusively  with  us. 
Yours  trul}', 

[Signed]  Peters  &  Reed. 

It  will  be  seen  th lit  Messrs.  Peters  &  Reed  merely  agreed  with 
Mr.  Groner  as  agent  of  the  Boston  stt  aaiers,  to  reserve  ;i  single 
berth  at  their  wharf  for  the  steamships  of  that  Company,  and  tliat 
such  berth  was  to  be  used  for  the  shipment  of  cotton  directly  by 
those  ships;  that  no  arrangement  relative  to  tlio  Onttirio  was  ever 
made  by  them  with  Mr.  Groner,  and  that  Messrs.  Peters  &  Reed 
to  this  day  claim  and  exercise  the  exclusive  right  to  levy  and  col- 
lect whariiige  at  the  Compress  wharf  froin  all  persons.  This  letter 
of  Messrs.  Peters  <&  Reed  is  as  annihilating  as  that  of  Mr.  Harway. 

^3.  "He  (Lamb)  could  not  get  the  Railroad  to  authorize  the  signing  of 
Through-Bills  of  Lading  from  any  point  on  their  line*  nor  could  he  ask  or  expect 
any  consideration  as  regards  rates." 

A  conclusive  answer  to  this  statemoit  is  the  fact,  that  4,425 
bales  of  cotton  were  sliipped  on  the  Ontario,  on  Through-Bills  of 
Lading  from  Memphis  to  Liverpool,  and  at  most  fivorable  rates; 
and  I  refer  again,  in  this  connection,  to  the  foregoing  letters  from 
Mr.  Hughes,  agent  of  the  Va.  &■  Temi.  Air-Line,  orfering  me 
every  facility  and  in  the  most  generous  spirit. 

And  I  nor/)  insist  upon  having  Mr.  Groner'' s  authoriti/  for  the 
statementy  that  I  could  not  ask  or  expect  any  eonsiderafion  from  the 
Railroad^  as  rcj/ard.  rates!  Not  even  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
*^  aahiag" — far  less  of  expeetinf/.'' 

T)oi*  lio  nief»n  to  {\mn  that  my  R-^ilro^'l  wulcl  4i^»^riminiM' 
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against  me  specially  in  his  favor;  or  doe-^  ho  irnpV  that  there  is 
some  mysterious  compress arrange:ne.iit— by  whichhehasan  '^ex- 
clusive berth^^  into  which  none  of  the  NorfiVlls;  merchants  are  ad- 
mitted ? 

Here  comes  a  threat  agaisist  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincohi : 

|4.  "Tliat  you  mnfltn.-)t  whew  I  can- 
not be  entrusted  wlien  tfie --Iil;  '  i\s  are  such 
that  whenever  Col.  Lamb  has  siii:;  siitp  or  yours.  £  v.  ;'.u.d  rate  by 
other  lines."  . 

Just  here  I  call  attention  i;>  ;.  f  •s):..»V;-..j.,  significant  sentence  in 
the  foregoing  letter  marked  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Groner,  in 
which  he  says : 

"  I  notice  you  addrG-'sed  rae  as  A;.',  M.  &  M.  T.  Co.    I  wish  to  say 

that  in  these  matters  I  h;ive.  acted  a,-?  a;t  -  ',  and  not  as  agent  of  said  Coai- 

pany.'-     (Thai  is,  as  Agent  of  the  Bo.io;,  j 

And  yet  as  Af^ent  of  the  Boston  steamers  he  threatens  not  to  let 

that  line  do  T'^  :3iaess  unless  they  will  entrust 

to  him,  as  an  i;:^  .-ui*  which  thev    <  ■  ^-.^ents,  and 

whose  owners  h:'d  '•ected  nie  to  co;;.-           !i  Thayer 

&  Lincoln   in  -vmt — I  be;  iuilar 

Agent  of  the        •  i  :  ■  ■  ,  ..uia  ini,  Mr.  Grronor,  (             'n^  to 

Thayer  &  lj\n>'-')U\  T'-^"  ^  ivn  '^f)vfblk  wou':!                "^^^^e  a 

line  which  had  an  e  husine  i 

^5.    "  r  CO  i!  I  d-" Tustrate  tlmt  on  rates,  coinpr<'-s;t)<i;  ^  irirc;-.  your 

line,  if  it  v-ar,  ■  bales,  Wuuld  have  made  a  diiieren^:-.  ■  Vil.n- a  bale 

in  its  favor.-' 

What  Statement  was  so  likely  as  this  to  prejiidl'io  rae  wltli  the 
owners  of  the  Ontario,  or  to  hiducethe  Bo^toii  Agents  to  take  the  busi- 
ness from  me  and  give  it  to  Mr.  Groner?  After  pilii^^  upt charges 
against  me;  and  vauntin  r  -'  ^  '  ■  -  '  -  b  1'  id  not  pos- 
sessed by  any  iiierchaii  aid  have 
saved  you  S6,000    on  this  ship  aloLie ! 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  on  the  afteriioon  of  i^ovcinbei'  14ch  I  re- 
ceived the  following  dispatch  iToni  Eo  -ton'^ 

**From  inforination  roceived.  feaPV<'u  :        i.    i.-iva  i-  v/ili  pro- 

lOCt  YOtJy  engWfOetUB.    TUink,  bQSt  lUiaw  him  iwiid  her. 
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His  c<ise  iK)W  i^ests  on  the  charges  of  stevedoring,  the  entire  cost 
of  ^v- •  '    -     \     -      ^3,000,  the  lowest       '  '    •  :o.  as  will  fully 

of  this  coniT^  liid  the  en- 

tiro  -;i,UOO,  tl^e  amount  to 


,ot  want,  .SHVB  Mr.  Grpt>er  to  Thayer  &  Lincoln,  your  ship  now, 
■  !      V.'  fur  the  pro.sperity  of  my  city."    "I  hope  it  will  not  be 
the  case  since  r  icHrn  to-day  after  it  hiicl  been  known 
'  ut.to  ine  that  Keynoids  I'.us  a|j:ain  opened  negotiations 
ai/i  wiiiuii  will,  in  nil  prv)i)iibHity,  reuch  him  die  latter  part  of  the 
•it  preseMf  loading  iburHliip.s  (sail)  ;ind  without  his  assistance  and 
•;bined,  buccess  cannot  be  h:;d." 


entence.  Mr.  Groner  meant  to  say  that  personally  he 
J  not 'to  have  the  ship — in  view  of  the  grent  difficulties  just 
'  'bove.    He  even  says  that  without  the  assistance  of 
1  "the  Railroad  he  could  not  have  loaded  the  ship.  I 
tance  i rom  Messrs.  Reynoitis  Bros.  &  Co.^  and  in 
^        -  competition,  gave  the  steamer  the  quick- 
lor  her  more  dottoa  than  she  could  carry 
[r.  Groner's  own  statement  fchen,  it  woiiid  appear 
■  •  a  moro  di-ficult  work  than  he  was  willing  to  un- 

 iiough  he  paraded  his  wish  for  the  prosperity  of  the 

■  next  line  he  adder],  I  hope  the  ship  will  not  be 
'  ).^  thou o;ht  of  his  superior  facilities  and  ex- 
.u:^.:-.v/.^.  Reynolds  Bros.  &  Co.  v.vrc  ;  -  -i-i[T  one 
•  c-^lii-jnr  vr^s'^ls  at  that  very  time ; 


'sW\  1:     .  0!i  in  a  fe  A'' days." 

'.Ir.  Groner  meaiionbci  to  th*-  inembers  of  the 
v..,  ..  .  -  .  ,  :  suitements  contained  in  his  letter  to  Thayer  & 
Linci.lii:  (or  which  cause  l7>ropose  to  put  this  paper  in  the  hands 

'•>Z  -•• 

■  triwoi :  it^iter  of  I/xr.  UTi»Uiii-  co       '        •   <^^t;iUs  of  the 
..vr;. ;.»;<•  rf.lv'oo:-.cluf:!e«  3«  follows: 


.iei'«  iiiVr  von  ihrou;,di  witii  thciu ;  they 
,<il  I  send  tl'iem  fur  yoar  perii«al." 
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I  desire' my  friends  to  retain  a, copy  of  this  paper,  which  is  not 
marked  ^'confideDtiaF^ — and  which  is  sent  for  their  "perusal.'' 


4th.  I  ijow  o'I.'kIIv  a]>;^ 
consideration  of  tljc  lb  -e;; 
D: 


io  last  act  in  the  drama,  to  wit :  the 
ter  of  Mr.  Groner  to  me,  marked 


^1.  "I  did  state  yon  had  2;one  to  Boston  to  secure  the  Ontario  after  having 
conversed  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  ihat  you  got  a  ship  which  had  been  prom- 
ised me." 


Yes,  tlwi  is  vjJiat  you  said. 

^2.  "I  did  not  say  i!iat  I  cm^U^  . 
but  offered  to  do  so  at  20  ceati^,  au  \ 
than  25  per  bale." 


cotton  on  the  steamer  at  30  cents  per  bale 
iri!  vr  intee  that  it  should  not  cost  more 


stevedovi ng,  wliidi 
of  Mr.  Groaer's  V 
foreign  ports,  and  1: 
loaded  ships  for  Kii 

?3.  _  '*I  did  n-reo  h^ 
Ontario  free  of  \v\\;\r'  ■. 
I  had  completed  o,rran<u 


ijj  tlie  elements  of  charge  except 
hereafter.    I  attribute  this  part 
'  in  loading  steamers  for 
bi  Norfolk,  who  have  ever 
done  as  promised  by  him. 

;.;,r^(i,.,-  r),j  all  cotton  put  on   b(tard  the 
"  !ier  expense  save  stevedoring,  and 


The  Ontario 


throngh-cottoji 


receive  |-d  on  all 


^]i^]  acfualh 

cojji|)rp^  sing  ;  and  on  local  cot 


ton  the  ship  received  7-16d  ;  and  on  one  small  shipment  ^d  per  lb. — 
shippers  paying  v/liarfige,  and  the  additional  freight  covering  cost 
of  compression. 

I  have  heretofore  sliown  that  Mr.  Groner  was  mistaken  in  stating 
that  he  had  th  o  use  th'  -fs  wharf  exclusively,  and 

that  Messrs.  Peia.-^  Reed  claiLicu  ihe  right  to  collect  wharfage 
there  from  all  persons.  Now  ^etns  see  whether  he  had  "completed 
arrangements'^  to  ur-ie  the  Bogton  wliarf  in  Norfolk. 

The  following  letter '  markdcl  "P,"  from  the  President  of  the 
BOwtOP;  Wbp.rf  ?^Tld  W:iri-hnqjiA  Oonin;ii''V,  s1'^i>fl''*tOrib7  ^l]^pOriOS  of 
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the  "  arrangement  ^Mbr  free  wliarfage.  I  have  previously  shown 
that  he.  enjoyed  no  exclusive  or  snpo'  '  ■•■  :  "tU  the  Com- 
press as  an  iniJiiiducf^. 

Offiok  Boston  Wharf  axd  Warehouse  Compajty,  Norfolk,  December  10th,  1874. 
VV,iLLiAM  Lamb,  Esq,  :— 

In  answer  to  tlie  following  qtiCHticn.  contained  in  your  favor  ot  the  9th  instant, 
to-wit :  "  Plea.se  inform  me  if  V.  D.  Gro.ner  either  for  himself  or  agent  of  the  M. 
M.  T.  (\).  arranged  with  your  company  for  free  wharfage  of  steamsliip  On- 
tario^  if  she  came  consigned  to  him,  and  free  whiirlage  for  cotton  ship[)ed  by  her 
"to  Livevuool,"  I  beg  to  sav  that  no  proposition  for  any  i-nch  arrangeruen't  was 
ever  made  to  me^  and.  of  course,  none  sucli  was  agreed  lo  hy  hie  us  President  of 
this  Corapany. 

[  am.  very  respectfully, 

:i.  H.  Chambeelaine,  President. 

The  following  letter  marked  Q  upsets  Mr.  Gr'oner's  idea  of  his 
superior  influence  with  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  stevedores,  and 
leaves  him  only  his  general  views  on  Direct  Trade,  which  influenced 
t!u'  large  concessions"  he  Avas  prepared  to  make  in  its  interest, 
but  which  also  induced  him  to  urge  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Lincoln  not 
to  send  the  ship  to  Norfolk,  as  soon  as  he  .discovered  that  the  large 
business  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  Bros.  &  Co.  was  making  the  enter- 
prise move  difficult  and  expensive  than  he  imagined.  His  object, 
however,  "in  making  these  concessions  was  to  promote  unity  among 
ship])ers  here,"  as  is  so  clearly  shoAvn  by  the  Jdndli/  manner  iji  which 
he  wrote  of  me  to  Messrs.  Tliayei*  &  J^incoln  without  my  knowl- 
edge, and  by  his  great  reluctiuice  to  exhibit  the  eoi-respondence 
when  I  nr::cntly  called  for  it. 

WHAT  GE^'ERAL  GEONER  KNOWS  ABOUT  STEVEDORING. 

Q 

Norfolk,  December  10th,  1874. 

William  Lamb.  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir — Your  communication  making  enquiry  about  the  loading  of  the 
.•^tf-anier  Ontario  is  to  hand  and  contents  noted.    In  re[)ly,  would  state  as  follows  : 

N' .  1.  The  loading  of  the  steamer  Ontia  io  could  not  have  been  done  by  Mr. 
KnowleK,  or  any  oiher  stevedore,  under  the  circum.>itances  for  a  ie^^s  amount. 

2d.  The  de'^patch  of  the  steamer  Ontai-io  Wfis  as  (juick  as  any  vessel  not  being 
aiiowod  to  work  iSunday  or  nights. 

M.  TU'j  regular  pi  ice  of  stowiim  f-^ilijif:  vessels  is  sixty  cents  and  steamers  fifty 
c*'nis  per  bale— two  .steamers  within  the  la-l  two  weeks  loaded  here  for  Europe 
(pteamer«  Davs  o  and  San  Jacinto)  each  paving  fifty  cents  per  bale. 

.4th.  There  waH  every  means  used  to  give  the  Ontario  quick  despatch  by  all 
interested. 
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5th.  It  was  necessary  for  a  proper  stowage  of  a  trans- Atlantic  cargo,  and  it  was 
economy  to  screw  it  as  it  was.  Wonid  refer  you  to  any  cotton  sto-\/ing  stevedore 
North  or  South,  as  to  cliarges  for  stowing  sail  vessels  or  steamers, 

6th.  We  never  knew       D.  Groner  to  load  a  vessel  for  a. foreign  port. 

7th.  Yon  ask  if  n  p-.r-ii!  -i,  •  m!  -r-  to  loading  coastwise  steamers  could  have 
any  correct  ide;'  Briiisli  ;-^'Le:uT!s!iip  'like  the  Ontario? 

No!  for  the  folli. ■  ■  I  r  ,  ,  .  ;  ,  he  or»o  cotton  is  piled  in  by  hands,  on 
the  other  it  is  screwed  in  vnih  a  pressi;re  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  a  gain  of  one  bale  in  three. 

8th.  If  V.  D  Groner  had  guaranteed  to  load  the  Ontario  at  25  cents  per  bale, 
and  had  put  in  the  same  number  of  bales,  he  could  not  have  lost  less  tlian  one 
thousand  dollars. 

We,  the  stevedores  of  N()i-f  )lk  and  Portsmonth,  most  respectfully  make  the 
above  answers  to  your  enquires. 

[Signed.]  J.  J.  Young,  Gotton  Stevedore. 

W:\i.  Rawlins  &  Co.,  Cotton  Stevedores. 
D.  KNOvrLES  &  Co  ,  " 


§4.  Ill  llie  i<)L!!\!i  <.:!:< -I;--,  ot  Mr.  Groner's  letter  he  admits  that 
he  was  mistaken  in  ex]n;('s.sl:}g  the  opiiuon  that  I  could  not  load  the 
steamer  with  despatch,  liiit  claims  that  he  aided  me,  prompted  only 
by  his  interest  in  Direot  trade  and  the  city  of  ^Norfolk.  ^^It  was 
through  my  intervention  that  the  press  consented  to  accept  60  cents 
per  bale  for  compressing,  after  notifying  you  80  cents  would  be 
charged.^^ 

I  invoke  my  readers  to  carefully  examine  the  foregoing  letter  of 
the  President  of  the  Compress  Comjmny  marked  *^M/^  wherein  Mr. 
Harway  says  :  "  I  agreed  tcith  Mr.  Groner  to  charge  ^0  cents  j)er 
bale  for  compressing  cotton  for  the  steamer  Ontario,  and  accordingly 
I  directed  my  agent  to  charge  80  cents  for  the  Ontario's  cottonj^  * 
"  My  agent,  as  before  stated,  ivas  directed  to  charge  80  cents  on  the 
Ontario^ s  cotton,  but  under  instructions  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Peters,  of 
the  firm  of  Peters  &  lleirl.  '^•■hn  vet'-  av'horized  to  represent  me,  he 
presented  a  bill  to  you  (Xc  /on  ai  60  cents  per  bale  J' 

With  this  astounding  coinmentaiy  on  General  Groner's  efforts  to 
serve  the  agents  or  owners  of  the  Ontario — to  aid  me — and  to  fur- 
ther the  cause  of  Direct  Trade  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Norfolk, 
I  dispose  of  General  Groner's  claims  as  set  forth  in  his  written 
statements,  except  in  relation  to  Direct  Trade  between  ]S  orfolk  and 
Portsmouth  on  his  two  lighters :  and  I  now  solemnly  admit  I  did 
use  his  two  lighters, scows, barges  or  flats;  and  that  he  did  exercise 
to  that  extent  a  direct  influence  in  the  loading  of  a  foreign  ship  for 
a  European  port — but  I  humbly  submit  that  such  influence  was  not 
so  important  as  he  supposes,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  follow- 


ing  letters  marked  "  R''  and  ^'S,''  which  show  tltat  the  same  result 
might  have  been  attained  at  tlie  same  priv-^e,  if  he  had  not  .stepped 
upon  the  scene  to  furnish  the  aid  for  a  full  coippensation. 


December  lOtli,  1874. 

Messrs.  B.  A  J.  Baker  &  Co. : 

Dear  /S'/rs— Would  yon  not,  iuive  transported  608  bales  ot"  cotton  tVotu  Virginia 
Compress  in  Fortstnouth  to  my  wlmri"  in  Norfolk  on  Wednesday  aud  Tnursdayof 
last  week  at  10  cents  per  bale? 

1  have  exphiincd  to  you  wliy  I  did  not  use  tlie  bar{,^o  liired  from  you  as  a  fender 
because  just  before  its  nraival,  an  uuvrieldy  barge,  too  heavily  loaded  with 
cotton  to  lie  on  the  outside  of  tlie  Ontario  at  night  in  safety,  was  put  in  the  posi- 
tion your  barge  was  to  occupy. 

Yours  truly,  William ;;Lamb, 


S 

Offioi;  Bakers'  \Vkj;<  scing  Cc>mva:<\,         ci-i>.,  Va.,  L'troiiibrr  Ijth,  1874, 

Colonel  Lamb  : 

Bear  Sir — In  reply  to  your  favor,  we  would  state  that  had  you  called  on  us  for 
transportation  of  cotton  on  December  2d  and  3d,  v/e  would  have  acconmiodated 
you,  and  have  done  it  for  10  cerus  per  bale. 

Yours  truly, 

[Signed]  B.  &  J.  Baker  &  Co. 

§6.  I  do  not  think  it  mMerial  to  harden  this  communication 
with  any  further  reference  to  conversations  heklbotuceii  Mr.  Groner 
and  myself,  as  I  have  previously  shown  tliat  [  was  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  owners  as  their  Agent  in  Norfolk,  and  was  directed 
by  them  to  conler  with  the  Agents  in  Boston  in  regard  to  this 
identical  shi|).  Mr.  Groner's  statement  appears  in  the  letter  marked 
D ;  the  abstract  of  my  conversations  forms  the  appendix  to  this  letter. 

Although  I  have  been  greatly  injured,  and  provoked  beyond 
measure,  by  the  unjustifiable  liberties  Mr.  Groner  jias  takc^i  with 
me,  I  delilierately  forbear  to  retaliate,  or  even  to  characterize  his 
conduct  in  terms  that  would  he  deemed  appropriate—for  the  reason 
that  it  is  my  unrelenting  purpose  to  limit  tiiis  investigation  to  the 
discovery  of  the  exact  truth  of  the  case,  before  sti fieri ng  it  to 
degenerate  into  a  personal  controversy,  lest  it  should  seem  to  those 
who  do  not  know  me,  that  I  was  willing  to  substitute  the  con- 
fusion of  a  conflict  for  a  thorough  and  satisfactory  exposition  of  the 
facts. 

WILLIAM  LAMB. 


APPENDIX. 


Conversation  first.  About  the  middle  of  last  October  Gen, 
Groner  came  to  my  counting-room  to  see  me  in  regard  to  freight 
for  Liverpool.  He  said  he  had  no  room  then  via  Boston^  but 
expected  the  steamship  Lord  Clive^of  the  Domiinon  J^ine/to  come 
to  him  from  Boston  to  load  for  Liverpool,  and  spoke  of  lier,  not  as 
the  first  of  a  line  to  run  to  Norfolk,  but  as  ix  traiisi-"r.t  steamer.  I 
remarked:  I  don^t  know  about  the  "Dominion  Liiic,"  hut  slie does 
not  belong  to  the  "  Miss,  and  Dom.  Line/'  whose  sU  anicrs  come  to 
me.  As  I  was  corresponding  about  the  Miss,  and  Dom.  Steamers 
(which  were  not  then  runiiiug  to  Boston)  in  regard  to  calling  here, 
I  took  the  trouble  to  turn  to  Lloyd's  Register  and  show  General 
Groner  that  the  Lord  Clive  did  not  belong  to  the  Miss,  and  Do- 
minion Line,  but  to  a  Greek  house  in  Liverpool ;  and  J  took  from 
my  price  current  file  the  letter  sheet  of  the  New  Orleans  agent  of 
the  Miss,  and  Dominion  Line,  which  I  receis-e  weekly,  and  read, 
from  the  fourth  page  of  it,  the  names  of  all  tlie  steamers  of  the  line, 
to  show  him  that  the  Lord  Olive  was  iiot  one  of  them.  T  was  not 
called  upon  to  disclose  iny  private  business,  to  convince  General 
Groner  that  he  was  not  going  to  get  one  of  the  Miss,  and  Dom. 
Line. 

Conversation  Second.  "A  frw  days 'hcinre  receiving  intelli- 
gence from  the  Liverpool  managers  in  i<' ';ard  to  tii-  Ontario  Gen. 
Groner  asked  me  on  Granby  street  ii  'ic  Lii"  sic'iiiicr  h.^re  to 
load  for  Liverpool, how  much  room  vv'-uld  1  wnnc  ?  He  did  not 
name  the  steamer,  and  I  took  for  graiued  tiiat  he  meant  the  Lord 
Clive,  as  any  one  would  have  done.  I  told  him  I  v\'onid  like  to 
have  room  for  500  bales,  and  he  promised  to  let  mc  hear  further  as 
to  rates,  &c.    No  mention  was  made  of  the  Miss,  and  Dom.  Line. 
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Conversation  Third.  November  14th,  1874;  after  my  return 
from  Boston,  havingnoticed  tliatGen.  Groner  seemed confusedat  meet- 
ing me,  I  purposely  let  him  overtake  me  in  front  of  the  Cotton  Ex- 
change, and  rciufu'ked  to  him, "  I  am  expecting  the  steamship  Ontario 
here  soon  to  load  for  Liverpool/^  He  replied,"!  think  I  have  been 
badly  treated  in  this  matter."  I  then,  not  by  way  of  any  explanation 
due  to  him,  but  to  relieve  his  mindof*any  false  impression  as  to  my 
coui-se  in  regard  to  her,  detailed  the  facts  substantially  as  appears  in 
this  communi^^ation,  and  remarked  that  if  the  consignment  had 
been  taken  from  me,  it  would  have  seriously  interfered  with  my 
scheme  of  Direct  Trade,  besides  depriving  me  of  my  principal 
means  of  support.  I  told  him  that  in  his  previous  conversations 
he  had  informed  me  that  he  expected  the  Lord  Clive,  and  that 
when  he  said  she  vvas  of  the  Dominion  Line,  he  had  not  led  me  to 
believe  that  lie  was  going  to  Jiet  owj:  of  the  Miss,  and  Dom. 
Steamers.  If  he  "did  nut  accept^' this,  at  the  time,  he  was  too 
polite  to  say  so,  but  remarked  that  if  he  had  known  the  facts  he 
would  not  have  interfered. 


I 


